
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAA Owner Trust 

Aircraft Trust 

 
In the broader sense of the term, relating to trust law, a trust is a centuries-
old legal arrangement whereby one party conveys legal possession and 
title of certain property to a second party, called a trustee. While trustee 
has ownership and hold legal title to property for the benefit of the real 
owner (beneficiary), trustee cannot use the property for itself, but holds it 'in 
trust' for the well-being of a beneficiary. Owner trusts can be established 
and used for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) aircraft registration.     
A foreign citizen, limited partnership, Limited Liability Company (LLC) or 
Corporation may not qualify for FAA registration on its own, but these 
entities can legally use a trust to acquire a valid registration for their 
aircraft. 

 

As your trustee we will not purchase your assets, nor do not retain 
operational control of the aircraft owned in trust by a written agreement. 
The Beneficiary owns the beneficial interest in the trust and the owner 
trustee holds legal title to the aircraft on behalf of the Beneficiary. Although 
the FAA requires that ownership be held by a US citizen, the Beneficiary 
retains certain important rights. Beneficiary may direct the owner trustee to 
transfer legal title to any party designated by the Beneficiary.  Furthermore, 
the trustee cannot sell the aircraft without the Beneficiary’s direction. 
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The use of owner trusts is common for Commercial, Business and General 
Aviation. Trusts are a key part of aircraft manufacturing, sales, service, 
financing and other aviation industries in the US and around the globe. 
Initially, the FAA required that non-US citizen beneficiaries could not have 
more than 25% interest in the aircraft. For aircraft with non-US citizens 
having more than 25% interest, the FAA would approve registration of the 
aircraft in the name of an owner trustee. 

 

AIC JETS Corporation always follows standards that are mandated by the 
aviation industry, and follows all laws and regulations regarding the people 
and companies we work with. 

 

AIC JETS Corporation according to established trust is not able to discuss 
ownership information or actions taken within our clients, even though 
some of this information is a matter of public record. This is consistent with 
both FAA and financial regulations. 

www.aicjetscorp.com 
www.aicjetscorp.com/aircraft-trust-services 
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